
January 2021 Spotlight
As the COVID-19 pandemic continues, our office remains closed, however, we are working remotely and
responding to all phone calls, text messages and emails. - SBA Staff

A Word from Dr. Virgil Dwyer, AMS

Greetings to all and Happy New Year,
 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/r/month/2021/1/1?pli=1


           It is our hope and prayer that the start of this new year finds the churches of the Sandhills Baptist
Association renewed with a fresh excitement about the possibilities for 2021. Without a doubt 2020 brought with it
many new challenges unique in the history of our nation and that of the church. From the use of social media, drive-
up services, radio broadcasting and pre-recorded messages, churches remain vigilant in fulfilling its role to proclaim
the Gospel of Jesus Christ despite the challenges faced. Several of our churches experienced the death of
members, loved ones and neighbors adding to the difficulties 2020 has left in its wake. On a positive note, many of
our churches report great opportunities of ministry this season of difficulty, allowing them to meet the needs of their
neighbors in the name of Jesus.
           Whatever challenges we have faced together in 2020, I recall the Apostle Paul’s words, “Brothers, I do not
consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what
lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” (Phil 3:13, ESV) It
is this upward call that lies now in view of 2021 as our churches work cooperatively together to harness the
opportunities of renewed commitment and focus for the work we are called to. With this perspective, I want to
encourage and enlist your prayer and support for the SBA in three specific ways.
           First, I urge you to join me in praying for the health, encouragement, and leadership provided by each of our
pastors to their respective churches in the SBA. Our pastors are facing pressures and struggles unique in our
culture and current season of life amounting to tremendous stress and ministry fatigue. Most have no idea the
stress and pressures faced by their pastors and their families as they do their very best to minister during times of
ever-changing difficulty and uncertainties. While the First-Century church had its own unique challenges, so do we
in our day. Please pray for our pastors.
           Secondly, I compel you to pray for the spirit of unity among the body of Christ. This season of challenge has
exposed many different views on how to handle the crisis of COVID-19 with few options pleasing everyone.
Whether it’s the decision to require the wearing of a mask or not, to close in person services or to remain open, to
cancel Christmas specials or silence the choir from singing, Satan desires to drive a wedge in the unity of the
church using every available opportunity to cause division and strife. Please pray for the spirit of peace and unity
among all of our churches as we seek to glorify God through our worship and service to him.
           Lastly, I want to encourage you to pray for a renewed vision for each of our churches in working
cooperatively together harnessing the strength of our members to press forward in the pursuit of fulfilling the Great
Commission that unites us all. We are stronger together than we are alone. This is the anthem that sounded loudly
in Augusta, Georgia in 1845 leading to the creation of the Southern Baptist Convention. It remains the same
anthem that unites the Sandhills Baptist Association today. Let us link arms once again with a renewed
commitment to the cooperative spirit of our association.
 
Soli Deo Gloria,
Dr. Virgil G. Dwyer Jr
Associational Mission Strategist
Sandhills Baptists Association

Upcoming Events

NC Baptist Foundation Scholarship Applications Will be
Open Soon!!
The NC Baptist Foundation has four educational scholarships
available for Baptist students. Applications for these scholarships
are online and are open as of January 1, 2021. Scholarships and
will remain open until the close of business on February 15, 2021.
More detail information can be found on teach scholarship at
https://ncbaptistfoundation.org/scholarships/
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